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WELCOME!

walpolebank.com  |     |                  The savings bank of you.  

The Monadnock 
Region’s truly 

local bank.

Welcome to the Monadnock region—a quiet and unassuming corner of 
New Hampshire where creativity runs deep. Arts are everywhere—and 
a rich network of creatives welcome you to be a part of it. The region’s 
name, derived from the language of its local indigenous Abenaki tribe, 
reflects the hiker’s favorite Mount Monadnock. This notable geological 
feature and the delightfully rural natural beauty surrounding it has been 
a beacon for painters, filmmakers, dancers, musicians, and more for 
generations. Arts are everywhere here, and a rich network of creatives 
welcomes you to be a part of it! 

Join us! For the dozens of things to do each week, visit the region’s 
cultural calendar at DiscoverMonadnock.com/Events for dozens of fun 
and enriching things to do each week. There, you can join our email 
newsletter to receive a weekly list of the great things going on in the 
region—from concerts and plays to group hikes and farmers festivals.

This book and the Discover Monadnock project are spearheaded by Arts 
Alive, a nonprofit organization that elevates, inspires, and connects the 
arts community here in the Monadnock region. We hope you’ll visit this 
neat little nook of New England and ignite your creativity with us!
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FEBRUARY  Ice & Snow Festival in Keene

MARCH New Hampshire Maple Weekend

MAY Children and the Arts Festival in Peterborough
The Thing in the Spring in Keene

JUNE Keene ArtWalk
Northlands Music Festival in Swanzey
Taste of Keene
Gilsum Rock Swap and Mineral Show in Gilsum
Strawberry Festivals in Windham, Wilton, and Fitzwilliam

JULY Keene Wizarding Week
Art Walk in the Park in Peterborough 
Uplift Music Festival in Mason

AUGUST Elevate The Arts Fest in Keene
Cheshire Fair in Swanzey
Folksoul Music Festival in Greenfield
Barefoot Music and Arts Festival in Hillsborough
History Alive in Hillsborough

SEPTEMBER Winchester New Hampshire Pickle Festival
Keene Music Festival
Art in the Park in Keene
Keene Pride Festival
Keene International Festival
Hanstock Music & Arts Festival in Hancock
Radically Rural Summit in Keene

OCTOBER Monadnock International Film Festival
Monadnock Art Open Studio Tour
Fall Foliage Art Studio Tour
Pumpkin Festivals in Milford and Keene
Viva Bach Peterborough Festival
Goldenrod Bluegrass Festival in Swanzey

DECEMBER Children and the Arts Lantern Festival in Peterborough

CALENDAR OF REGIONAL FESTIVALS

 17  Roxbury Street   -   17roxNH@gmail .com  

Keene,  NH 03431 -  www.17rox.weebly.com

1 7 R O X  o ff e r s  1 3  a r t i s t  s t u d i o s  f o r  r e n t .  A  
p l a c e  w h e r e  a r t i s t s  c a n  h a v e  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  
t h e i r  o w n  s t u d i o ,  o r  o p e n  i t s  d o o r s  t o  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y !  M e d i u m s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a t  
1 7 R O X  i n c l u d e  w a t e r c o l o r ,  a c r y l i c ,  
p h o t o g r a p h y ,  v i d e o g r a p h y ,  m u s i c ,  a u d i o  
r e c o r d i n g ,  j e w e l r y  m a k i n g ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  m u s i c  
l e s s o n s ,  a r t  l e s s o n s ,  w r i t i n g ,  g l a s s  a r t ,
g r a p h i t e ,  I n s t a l l a t i o n  w o r k .

Stay up to date by joing our newsletter via our website

SCAN THE CODE

ARTIST
STUDIOS

Art connects and inspires us!  Check website for dates and more info! 
keeneartwalk.com •  keeneartwalk@gmail.com • @keene.artwalk

Painting • Ceramics • Fiber • Mixed Media • Pastel • Photography • Digital Art 
Printmaking • Woodturning

For over 30 years, the Keene ArtWalk 
has been an annual celebration 

of local artists
For one week at the end of May/early June,  

Keene’s Main Street and downtown area 
come alive with art through a showcase of 

Monadnock region artists. 

Take a self-guided tour as artists partner with local 
shops and storefronts to display their creations!



THE MONADNOCK 
REGION 
in Southwest 
New Hampshire

Social
Practice
Artist’s
Residency
(Keene)

Since 2022
Bringing nationally recognized social practice  

artists to Keene to engage the community.

SPAR(K)

Contact: stockwell.craig@gmail.com
Unique, Handcrafted, Affordable Jewelry

Studio at 17Rox | solusstudio.com

978.985.4720

www.tarynfisherfineart.com

Taryn Fisher Fine Art



ARTS BREATHE LIFE INTO NEW ENGLAND 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS

For those of you who are captivated 
by New England history, find remnants 
of the Monadnock region’s colonial 
and industrial past preserved in 
buildings overtaken by the arts. 
You’ll find some wonderful surprises!

From lunchtime concerts to film 
screenings and site-specific instal-
lations, Epsilon Spires makes the 
most of a renovated 19th-century 
Victorian Gothic and Gothic Revival 
church in downtown Brattleboro, 
Vermont. Noteworthy features of 
this building include a double 

balcony, Tiffany stained glass win-
dows, antique wooden pews with 
stories to tell, a historic pipe organ, 
and a trap door to a baptismal 
font beneath the stage. Climb to 
the top of the stairs to visit artist 
studios and ring the old bell!

Nova Arts is the collaborative 
arts initiative of Terra Nova Coffee 
Roasters and Brewbakers Cafe 
in Keene. Coffee shop by day, 
the old-warehouse-turned-cafe 
transforms into a concert venue by 
night. You’ll see their grand piano 

hanging out on the inconspicuously 
elevated stage next to the tables
and chairs. Established and 
emerging artists of all kinds set up 
here, from local indie bands and 
puppeteers to paintings on the 
walls and murals on the outside of 
the building. Off to the side, artisans 
hold workshops and display their 
crafts. Look out for the occasional 
pop-up artisan market and for the 
annual Thing in the Spring music 
festival in May!

A glass repair service left a dilap-
idated barn on Route 101 vacant 
until the DublinArts & Muse Gallery 
transformed it into a multi-use arts 
and event space with a lot of per-
sonality. While most of the building 
was gutted, huge windows give a 
sense of the former factory and 
repair shop. Exposed rustic logs 
from Maine trees replaced steel 
support beams in dividing the first 
and second stories. For an artistic 
flair, bittersweet vine from the once 
abandoned property is twisted into 
stairway banisters leading up to 
the second floor reading room and 
workshop space. Visit to experi-
ence an eclectic mix of arts,  
classroom, and gallery space filled 
with unique and antique decor!

First opened in 1924 at the peak of 
the vaudeville era, the renovated 
900-seat Colonial Performing 
Arts Center in Keene maintains 
much of its original Italian  
Renaissance-style auditorium. 
Enjoy a show enveloped in the 
architectural grandeur of dancing 
figures, gilded marble columns, 
and French doors and grills. While 
you’re there, stop behind the main 
theater to catch a film at Showroom, 
a much newer multi-use black box 



theater repurposed from an early 
20th century auto business that 
sold vehicles from 1915-1935. 
Preserved original wooden floor-
ing, exposed pipes, and glimpses  
of large steel girders that brought 
cars to the second floor offer a 
flair of historic ambiance from 
Keene’s industrial past. 

Perfectly at the intersection of 
modernity and rustic charm, the 
Peterborough Players produce 
and livestream professional the-
ater in a 250-seat state of the art 
venue renovated multiple times 
from an abandoned barn. The 
18th century building, located at 
the end of a long wooded road, 
was purchased during the Great 
Depression! Latest renovations 
include the outdoor Elsewhere 
Stage for summer performances. 
In the warmer months, audiences 
will picnic on their flowery patio 
and landscaped grounds. 

Sometimes, when the arts take 
over old industrial spaces, relics 
are left behind, like the giant or-
ange hole punching machine at 
Mole Hill Theatre in Alstead. This 
140-seat theater, fashioned out of 
a 20th century United Tool stor-
age area, makes for an intimate 
experience of local bluegrass, 
folk, blues, and indie musicians 
and bands. Concerts are BYOB!

The Peterborough Community 
Theatre, having first opened in 
1914, is New Hampshire’s oldest 
movie theater. With 95 seats and 
a single screen, the theater only 
made the jump to digital from 
35mm film in 2013. The theater is 
deeply ingrained into the town’s 
history as an entertainment and 

FLYING GRAVITY

       �IR��


- Youth Performance Troupes
- Silver Lining Circus Camp
- Circus Studies Program at
     High Mowing School
- Performances and Parades
- Outreach Programs
- Private Lessons

222 Isaac Frye Highway
Wilton NH 03086
www.flyinggravitycircus.org

Recreational and
Pre-Professional Programs

  Promoting positive  
   development in children 
  and teens through circus
arts education since 1999

40 Ma in  S t reet ,  Ja f f rey  NH 03452

THE JAFFREY CIVIC CENTER
The Reg ion ’ s  Hear t  o f  the  Ar t s

Educat ion ,  Cul tu re ,  Ar t s  & Commun i ty

603-532-6527 www. ja f f reyc iv iccenter .com
Artwork  cred i t s  to  Laura  Adams

performance venue and is still often 
used for community events in addi-
tion to movies and film screenings.

Surrounded by trails for hiking and 
biking, the Hancock Depot Cabaret 
operates in the midst of outdoor 
enthusiasts and adventurers. Built 
as the Hancock Train Station in 1878,  
the depot was used as tourist and 
summer farmer accommodations 
until the Hancock Depot Association 
started hosting open mic cabarets 
and renting out the venue for arts 
events and private functions.



The Monadnock region has a deep 
love for music of all kinds, and 
classical music is no exception! 
Excellent musicians with love for 
community outreach and teaching 
have set up their practices here. 
During a visit, take the chance to be 
swept away by enchanting com-
positions in local churches, town 
halls, and arts venues. 

A proud member of the chamber 
music appreciation club? Seek out 
a performance by Ashuelot Concerts. 
(Keene was known as Ashuelot 

in the local indigenous Abenaki 
language.) This small but mighty 
nonprofit brings the works of  
excellent composers to life through 
concerts, talks, and school perfor-
mances, ensuring that the love of 
classical music lives on in future 
generations. Founded by two Brit-
ish musicians, Ashuelot Concerts 
brings in internationally recognized 
musicians to play on local stages.

It may be surprising to learn that 
the Monadnock region is a music 
education destination! In Nelson, 

WITNESS EXCELLENT CLASSICAL 
MUSICIANSHIP IN RURAL SETTINGS

the Apple Hill Center for Chamber 
Music’s summer program brings 
students of all ages from across 
the world. Enjoy dinner outdoors 
surrounded by mountainous rustic 
scenery before one of their summer 
concerts in the barn with the 
resident string quartet! Repertoire 
includes new and world music and 
pieces by lesser-known composers in 
addition to the core canon. During 
The Walden School’s summer in-
tensive Young Musicians Program,  
visiting artists in residence guide 
students in improvising and com-
posing original works. Attend concerts 
throughout the program to take in 
the artistic excellence of the students 
and faculty!

Monadnock Music takes chamber 
music out of traditional, “stuffy” 
atmospheres and presents in inti-
mate and informal settings around 
the region. They often throw con-
temporary and world music, and 
even dance, into the mix. Don’t 
miss the free village concerts in 
the summer! With a similar mission 
of making quality concerts acces-
sible and affordable, Electric Earth 
Concerts often collaborates with 
other art forms such as painting to 
enhance the healing and educa-
tional powers of chamber music. 
Latin, jazz, folk, and other genres 
will also make appearances in 
their programming!

The Monadnock region boasts many 
opportunities to hear choral music, 
including Monadnock Chorus and 
Grand Monadnock Youth Choir of 
Peterborough, The Keene Chorale, 
Zenith Ensemble in Keene, and the 
Chamber Singers of Keene. Some 
are professional, some semi-pro-
fessional and auditioned, and 

FAMILY CONCERTS 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17TH

For full Summer Season 
Schedule and concert details

FREE CONCERTS 
ALL SUMMER!

VISIT 
monadnockmusic.org 

APPLE HILL CENTER for CHAMBER MUSIC

100 Acres  of  Music!
•  Home of the Apple Hill String Quartet
•  Summer Workshop & Concert Series
•  Local, National, International Performances
• Playing for Peace & Educational Programs

www.applehill.org | Nelson, NH
603-847-3371

International musicians serenade an audience 
in the Concert Barn as part of the Apple Hill 
Center for Chamber Music’s summer series. 
Photo by Amelia Perron.



some are open to all, regardless 
of experience or skill level. Each 
performs a variety of classics and 
contemporary compositions in the 
winter and spring. 

Music on Norway Pond presents a 
series of about 5 concerts per year, 
often bringing high caliber post-
graduate classical and jazz musi-
cians from Boston’s New England 
Conservatory of Music. In addition, 
the organization coaches two local 
performing choirs: the women’s 
group of Norway Pond Festival 
Singers and children’s group the 
Junior Minstrels (AKA the Jr. Mints!) 
All adhere to their signature one-
hour concert time with no inter-
mission. Make the most of a visit 
to Hancock’s serene natural water 
feature by attending a performance 
at the Meeting House, First Congrega-
tional Church, or town green Common!

For staunch lovers of the standard 
canon and Baroque Era of classi-
cal music, the annual Viva Bach 
Peterborough festival in October 
is sure to impress. The 3-day affair 
of suites, concertos, and cantatas 
celebrates the music of Johann 
Sebastian Bach with Boston-area 
and local professionals, soloists, 
and choirs. With a mission to bring 
Bach’s music to all regardless of 
circumstance, the festival offers 
sliding scale tickets!

Tundi Productions perform concerts 
of Richard Wagner’s work that aim 
to speak to the depth of the hu-
man condition. Allow one of their 
deep and meaningful performances 
to encourage examination and 
reflection of the self and current 
values. Tundi Productions also 
organizes the week-long Wagner 

in Vermont festival of opera per-
formances and Wagner-related 
events in August!

KEENE PRIDE WEEK
9/7/24-9/15/24

The region’s largest Pride Week and Festival! Happening right in the heart of beautiful Downtown Keene, NH

Visit www.keenepride.org for all the details!

murphyarts@gmail.com

       paintings by

jim murphy
murphyarts.com



The love of performing arts runs 
rampant in the Monadnock region. 
From plays, musicals, and operas 
to circus performances and, of 
course, the holiday ballet staple 
The Nutcracker, there’s a show here 
for all ages and occasions.

The Peterborough Players have a 
deep love for high caliber theater. 
Share in that enthusiasm with a 
visit to their renovated barn, hap-
pily secluded in a charming, rural 
setting. The Players not only put on 
their own shows (while giving their 

audiences a peek at the stagecraft 
process) they broadcast live from 
The Metropolitan Opera and London’s 
National Theatre on their big screen. 
Make a night of it with their red 
carpet, cash bar, and catered bites!

Another way to enjoy a good libretto 
is with Raylynmor Opera, a small 
professional company performing 
live opera around the region. Ray-
lynmor’s repertoire includes many 
of the Spanish, Italian, and German 
classics, but sung in English to 
make these works more accessible. 

Catch the next Barber of Seville, 
Hansel and Gretel, Macbeth, and 
the like to witness this company’s 
lively and joyful stage interpretations!

Immersive and innovative, Firelight 
Theatre Workshop presents both 
contemporary and original theater 
and original film in traditional and 
site-specific venues. For a new, in-
timate, and thought-provoking ex-
perience of being in an audience, 
keep an eye on their season plans! 
The co-founders also offer a direct 
line to their expertise and creativity 
through classes and workshops at 
their home base in Peterborough. 

Keene’s Edge Ensemble Theatre 
Company has been performing 
and teaching theater for decades. 
The company’s name reflects their 
preference for material—edgy!

Many performances and staged 
readings are from American one-act 
plays of the 20th century, in ad-
dition to originals and plays by 
widely recognizable playwrights. 
Catch a passionate and very af-
fordable production, often present-
ed with dinner, dessert, or snacks, 
their home on Marlboro Street in 
Keene. The ensemble has also 
produced a handful of films, and 
engages the locality in classes and 
workshops in acting, theater, and 
improvisation. 

Some of the most fun in the 
Monadnock region’s arts scene is 
in its sense of community spirit. If 
you find yourself near Marlborough 
or Antrim, Branch River Theatre, 
Small Pond Productions, or the 
Antrim Players are a few commu-
nity theater groups that are sure to 

DIVE INTO A PERFORMING ARTS SCENE 
OF CIRCUS, DANCE, AND THEATER

The Peterborough Players’ iconic 2021 production of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town took place outdoors 
in the heart of Peterborough — the village that inspired the play! Photo by Hannah Schroeder.



boost your level of entertainment! 
Check out these creative, fun- 
loving groups for a wide mix of 
performances, from original  
musicals and variety shows to 
contemporary professional the-
ater to the classics. If you feel in-
spired, stick around for workshops 
on acting, stage lighting and set 
design, because everyone de-
serves to partake in the arts!

Local volunteer organization The 
Keene Lions Club fundraises 
through annual winter and sum-
mer musicals—and the whole 
community comes out to enjoy 
the show! From The Wizard of Oz 
to Anastasia, check to see if one 
of their all-age and family friendly 
musical extravaganzas are run-
ning during your visit. The club 
goes all out for set, costume, and 
stage design—a production you 
won’t want to miss!

It can be both fulfilling and heart-
warming to see youth pour them-
selves into terrific performances. 
See the region’s young theater 
artists perform the classics at one 
of Project Shakespeare’s plays. For 
a fun dance performance, check 
out the arts education nonprofit
MoCo Arts. (They also offer 
drop-in classes for everyone, 
from infants to adults, if you feel 
the need to move your feet.) 
This local school collaborates 
with Boston Ballet to put on 
their annual Nutcracker! (They 
also offer drop-in classes for 
every age, if you feel the need to 
move your feet.) And while The 
New Hampshire Dance Institute 
mostly works with schools, a big 
show sweeps Keene State Col-
lege’s Redfern Arts Center every 

Oct. 12-14

year. To see pre-professional 
dance, Keene State College’s 
dance program is one of the best 
around. Catch their Evening of 
Dance or Choreography Show-
cases each semester to see 
students honing their skills. Hop 
into a drop-in class to dance 
along with them!

There are even more fun, creative, 
and often wacky performances 
to discover in the local circus 
community. Youth circus arts 
education group Flying Gravity 
Circus in Wilton encourages kids 
to discover and hone their love 
for skill-building and performance 
art. See them land their coolest 
tricks at various venues around 
the region including The Amato 
Center, Andy’s Summer Playhouse, 
and Wilton’s local Waldorf school. 
Circus performers will often be 
inspired to set up their equipment 
in the region’s natural resources—
imagine performance art in the 
trees! 

If circus sounds like something 
you want to try for yourself, the 
New England Center for Circus 
Arts right next door in Brattleboro, 
VT is an internationally recognized 
training school for amateurs and 
professionals alike. Drop in for 
some fun with flexibility, silks, 
trapeze, and so much more!

Rindge NH Studio 
22 Mountain Rd
Open Oct. 12-14

SUSAN M.  
WADSWORTH

www.fallfoliageartstudiotour.com/rindge-artists.html

susan.wadsworth@gmail.com

Harrisville, NH 03450

Tours open by appointment only.

Custom orders, gift baskets  
and shipping available.

Credit cards, PayPal, venmo  
payment options.

Maple Pecans
Maple Popcorn
Cinnamon
Pure Maple Sugar

Follow us on Facebook!

603-313-7571
bestmaplefarm@gmail.com

Best Family Maple 
Farm, LLC



During a visit to the Monadnock 
region, take the opportunity to 
make beautiful things in beautiful 
surroundings. There are countless 
studios, makerspaces, and art centers
dedicated to all kinds of crafts 
for this very purpose. Look out for 
beginner-friendly craft and beers, 
paint and sips, hands-on classes 
for all levels, or boldly take the stage 
at an open mic in front of the most 
neighborly crowd you’ll ever have 
the pleasure to meet. 

Have you ever blown air into molten 
glass through a pipe? No? Try it on 
your next visit to the Monadnock 
region! The Hot Glass Art Center 
is a state of the art glassblowing, 
flameworking, and education facility 
in Marlborough. Check out their 
gallery of blown glass items when 
you walk in! In Temple—home to 
northern New England’s first glass 
factory—New Temple Glassworks 
uses lampworking and glass fusing 
techniques in addition to tradi-
tional glassblowing. 

Slightly different to blowing glass, 
flameworking is the art of using 
flame to shape rods and tubes of 
glass. Visit Terrapin Glassblowing 
Studio to try it in Jaffrey! No matter 
the experience or skill level, anyone 
can jump right into learning to make 
functional and decorative glass 
objects in private or group lessons. 
Try your hand at blowing a pumpkin, 

ornament, vase, drinking glass, 
and more!

Inaugurated as Monadnock Art 
X Tech in Peterborough, MAXT 
Makerspace is where the region’s 
tinkers and makers gather together 
over shared tools, resources, and 
hands-on education in various 
crafts. If you like working with your 
hands and are looking to try some-
thing new, check out one of their 
workshops in jewelry, textiles, wood 
and metal working, repair skills, 
and more!

Newly incorporated in Dublin, the 
MAXT Sharing Arts Ceramics Center
is the namesake of a highly beloved 
and now closed arts space. The 
center thrives through providing 
ceramics workshops and classes 
for all ages and skill levels.

Local breweries and wineries have 
gotten onboard with the region’s 
craftiness—try a craft & sip event 
that’s all about fun and not necessarily
about the result! One-off craft & 
beer or art & wine workshops with 
interesting themes like gemstone 
tree making, bookbinding, and 
junk-robot making make a great 
date night. Check out local beer
and wine destinations like Swanzey’s 
Frogg Brewing and West LA Beer 
Company, Peterborough’s Post & 
Beam and diVINE on main. Even Ev-
erglow Wellness, a fitness studio 

LET YOUR CREATIVITY FLOW FREELY 
IN WORKSHOPS, CLASSES, 

AND OPEN MICS



in downtown Keene, hosts paint 
& sips! 

The Summit Winery in Westmore-
land hosts not only wine tastings 
and tours, but artisan markets and 
arts workshops. Twice a year, once 
in the spring, and once during the 
holiday season, the Rabbit Ridge 
Artisans host a several-week 
pop-up marketplace for visitors to 
enjoy wine and fine New Hamp-
shire-made one of a kind crafts. 
Throughout the year, artists from 
the collective offer workshops in 
jewelry making, needle felting, 
blacksmithing, knitting and more!

More of a writer, musician, or co-
median? Restaurants, libraries, arts 
venues, community centers and 
more all welcome artists to show 
off their stuff. 

The Hungry Diner in Walpole has 
hosted Irish Sessions on weekday  
nights. Locally renowned contra- 
dance and Irish session multi-in-
strumentalist Randy Miller leads 
the group. Local band Touch the 
Ocean hosts open mics at Yahso 
Jamaican Grille in Keene on first 
and third Wednesdays. On the third 
Saturday of the month, the Dublin 
Community Center (affectionately 
known as The DubHub) organizes 
evening open mic coffee houses 
with featured performers. 

Take a new song, story, or skit 
over to the Park Theatre in Jaffrey 
on second Wednesdays, where 
all creations are welcome to be 
shared. If you’re a writer or a poet 
looking for some feedback and 
support, local publication Monad-
nock Underground holds open mics 
at the Peterborough Town Library. 

(Did you know libraries are awe-
some accessible places for 
events and classes of all kinds? 
The Monadnock Region definitely 
makes the most of what we’ve got!)CHASE'S MILL

Alstead, NH

Classes in
Woodworking, Arts & Crafts
Mill Tours - Lectures - Walks

chasesmill.org

MEMORY
SUPPORT

INDEPENDENT
LIVING 

EXPLORE YOURPassions
Live life on your terms at RiverMead, the
Monadnock Region's premier Life Plan
Community (CCRC), while we take care of
the rest. Take advantage of our on-campus
trails, gardens, and riverfront. Take a course
or attend a lecture. Focus on your wellness
in our fitness center and indoor pool. 

SCHEDULE A TOUR AT RIVERMEAD.ORG

ASSISTED
LIVING 

The Historical Society for Cheshire County held 
a plein air art day at Monadnock Berries for 
artists to capture the region’s namesake, Mt 
Monadnock. Photo by Hannah Schroeder. 



Removed from the hustle and 
bustle of urban life, the Monadnock 
Region is an escape for artists to 
focus on their craft and be one 
with the beauty of nature. Many 
prolific and award-winning artists 
keep their studios here, and many 
arrange visits by appointment!

Famous portrait painter Richard 
Whitney works and resides at his 
Studios at Crescent Pond in Stod-
dard. In Swanzey, watermedia 
painter Jeanee Maguire Thieme 
works and teaches in her home’s 
Pipe Dream Studio. Dreamy oil 
painter of the natural world Alicia 
Drakiotes established her base in 
Marlborough. In the same town, 
Mary Iselin paints her luminous 
equine, landscape, and fantasy oil 
paintings, often lovingly depicting 
the sheep from her very own Earth 
Haven Farm. In Jaffrey, painter 
and installation artist Joan Hanley 
draws inspiration from contemplating 
contemporary life in her Hanley 
Studio. Maggie Cahoon, who crafts 
encapsulating abstract works from 
fiber, alcohol ink, and encaustics, 
has a warm, quiet straw-bale nook 
in Marlow that she calls her Studio 
-Sanctuary. Once a furniture 
-maker, painter Chris Myott applies 
this expertise and his unique oil paint 
and wax process to depicting objects 
close to his heart. A visit to his stu-
dio in Jaffrey might uncover 

dinosaurs, plants, motorcycles, 
baseball cards—all in handmade 
frames! 

Right in the heart of downtown 
Keene are the 17ROX artist studios, 
rented by all kinds of artists, from 
painters to jewelry makers to fas-
cinating fiber artists. There is also 
a fantastic concentration of artists 
studios at the Historic Harrisville Mills.

This region is also an inspiring des-
tination for artists from around the 
country and the globe. MacDowell, 
an artist residency program based 
in Peterborough, welcomes hun-
dreds of artists each year to focus 
on their craft. The organization of-
fers exclusive fellowships to archi-
tects, filmmakers, visual and inter-
disciplinary arts, writers, musicians 
and composers, and playwrights 
purely on the basis of talent. 
Though reclusive, the renowned 
organization welcomes the pub-
lic to view their 31 uniquely-built 
artist studios for one day per year 
only—in the summer on MacDowell 
Medal Day. 

And of course, secluded lone 
studios are not all the region has 
to offer in terms of the arts. Many 
local artists open up their studios 
for one of two annual art tours 
over Columbus Day Weekend: The 
Monadnock Art Open Studio Tour 

 

42 Main Street | Keene | 603.352.6862
hannahgrimesmarketplace.com

M A R K E T P L A C E

L O C A L  G AT H E R S  H E R E

TAKE THE CHANCE TO MEET ARTISTS IN 
THEIR STUDIOS SECLUDED IN NATURE

INSPIRING PROGRAMS 
for CREATIVE MUSICIANS
Young Musicians Program
5 weeks, Ages 9-18

Creative Musicians Retreat
9 days, Ages 18 and above

The Walden School

waldenschool.org
Dublin, New Hampshire  ||  Founded in 1972

2024 Summer Concert Series
20+ free, public concerts, June 15 - August 2

MonadnockCenter.org  
19 Grove Street 

Peterborough, NH 

Exhibitions 

Walking Tours  

Concerts 

Talks 

Living History 

Family Events   



Putnam Gallery FRANKIE BRACKLEY TOLMAN

www.frankiebrackleytolman.com
603.827.3732

“End of the Day” acrylic  20” x 20” $700

and the Fall Foliage Art Studio Tour. 
These self-guided excursions 
to dozens of working studios across  
the region—during peak leaf-peep-
ing season, no less— bring tourists 
from all over the New England 
area and beyond! 

Monadnock region artists and arti-
sans also come together to show-
case their creativity and excellence 
in local art festivals including Art 
in the Park in Peterborough in July 
and in Keene in September, and 
Elevate the Arts Fest in Keene in 
August. Look out for a sea of white 
tents to explore countless unique 
works and wares!

MacDowell’s studios for artists in residence open up to the public only one day per year, during 
Medal Day in July! Photo by Hannah Schroeder.



New Hampshire is a hot destination 
for contra dancing: an American 
folk dance derived from English 
country dancing. A community 
tradition that’s been going strong 
for hundreds of years, contra dance 
overtakes town halls, churches, 
libraries, or community centers on 
a monthly basis. Open to the public,  
a night of contra dance starts with 
several couples getting in line on the 
dance floor. Each couple will switch 
with others’ partners repeatedly 
while the dance caller announces  
the steps. A pianist and fiddler, 

among other instruments, will 
accompany with live music that has 
picked up French, Irish, Canadian,  
and other influences over the years. 
These are beginner friendly if you 
have a sense of adventure! Groups 
like the Monadnock Folklore Soci-
ety host regular dances in Nelson 
and Peterborough.

If you’d rather enjoy folk dance 
from a distance, local Morris groups 
perform various styles of En-
glish folk dance. These dances 
are characterized by rhythmic 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN FOLK ART, 
MUSIC, DANCE, AND HISTORY

Community members of all ages come together regularly to get swept away in traditional 
New England contra dancing at the Nelson Town Hall. Photo by Hannah Schroeder.



SOOSENDUNHOLTER.COM
PETERBOROUGH • NH

603•398•5090

Paintings x Prints x Collage
Open by appointment

stepping of a group of dancers 
in costume, often with props for 
neat tricks. See groups like Fire-
bird Morris and Jack in the Green 
Morris Men perform at local events 
and festivals.

Take a look inside the world that 
these dances are passed down 
from! An annual festival in Hills-
borough, History Alive, features 
historical reenactments of famous 
battles and daily village life from 
the 1700s. Visit for a weekend in 
August to see the Revolutionary  
and French and Indian Wars come 
to life! The two-day festivities  
are replete with demonstrations 
in artillery, gold panning, working 
a cider press, stone-wall building,  
and a look inside the life and 
culture of the region’s indigenous 
Abenaki people. Hop from the 
Colonial era to the Industrial: The 
Monadnock Center for History and 
Culture’s Phoenix Mill House is a 
museum of an overseer's home 
of a large 19th century cotton 
mill. Visitors can experience what 
life was like during that time with 
candlelit holiday open houses and 
hearth cooking demonstrations.
 
More folk traditions, by way of 
music and crafts, are still going 
strong. What’s left of Alstead’s 
18th-century Mill Hollow industrial 
center, which was used for lumber, 
grain, and wool, is a water-powered  
mill on Lake Warren called Chase’s 
Mill. Learn about the region’s 
settlement history at their tours 
and lectures on mill water pow-
er, cellar holes, and stone walls. 
Or, attend a class in the arts or 
artisan crafts! The Craft School 
at Mill Hollow Works in Keene 
also teaches folk crafts and skills 



needed to live as a self-sufficient 
homesteader. Experience wood-
working, carpentry, basketry, wild-
crafts, sewing, and more…Where 
else would you learn how to build a 
wooden boat?

From 1975 to 1996, Peterborough 
was home to The Folkway Coffee-
house and Restaurant—a famous 
destination concert venue for folk 
artists like Merle and Doc Watson, 
Jonathan Edwards, Odetta, and 
Tom Rush. Now, the Peterborough 
Folk Music Society carries on the 
tradition and legacy by presenting 
innovative and diverse folk musicians 
at venues like the Monadnock 
Center for History and Culture and 
The Park Theatre.

If all this history fascinates you, 
look to the Historical Society of 

Cheshire County in Keene for ex-
hibits, historical and genealogical 
research in their collections of ar-
chives, manuscripts, and artifacts. 
Each town has their own historical 
societies of varying sizes and oper-
ating hours to explore, as well.

One last local tradition is New 
Hampshire Maple Month in March. 
Over one weekend mid-month, 
more than 60 sugarhouses across 
the state participate in an annual 
weekend open house where visitors  
can learn how maple syrup is 
made; plus free samples, horse-
drawn rides, sugar on snow, pan-
cake breakfasts, and more!

N E W  E N G L A N D ' S  U N I Q U EN E W  E N G L A N D ' S  U N I Q U E
S H O W P L A C E  F O R  L I V ES H O W P L A C E  F O R  L I V E
P E R F O R M A N C E  &  F I L MP E R F O R M A N C E  &  F I L M

J A F F R E Y  N HJ A F F R E Y  N H
T H E P A R K T H E A T R E . O R GT H E P A R K T H E A T R E . O R G

PRESERVING THE PAST. 
PROTECTING THE FUTURE. 

Three Links Archaeology is dedicated to the 
preservation and restoration of the contents of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows lodges - 
historical records, documents, books, photos, 
art, memorabilia, clothing, furniture, regalia

and all associated items. 

drk_ioof@yahoo.com
Three Links Archaeology

Kenneth R. Dassau, PGM 176
IOOF Grand Lodge of New Hampshire



MacDowell
Medal Day 2024
  

HONORING INTERDISCIPLINARY ARTIST

YOKO ONO

Ceremony 12:15pm
Picnic Lunch 1:15pm

Open Studios 2-4pm

Free and open to the public
Rain or shine

100 High Street
Peterborough, NH

Visit macdowell.org for event details, picnic 
basket reservations, or to become a sponsor

Special thanks to our 
business sponsors:
FL Putnam
RiverMead
Savings Bank of Walpole
Welch & Forbes LLC

SUNDAY,
JULY 21

THE TOADSTOOL BOOKSHOPS
Enchanting selections of wonderful books and music

• Mail & Internet Orders

• Out-of-Print Search Service

• Used Book Departments

• CD Department

toadbooks.com

12 Emerald St. • Keene, NH 03431 • 603-352-8815

19 Depot Square • Peterborough, NH 03458 • 603-924-3543
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

Electric Earth Concerts — 2024

Verona Quartet: Mendelssohn, Bacewicz, Beethoven • May 17, 7:00 pm
  

To a Child Dancing: Tavener, Genzmer, Saariaho • June 8, 7:00 pm
This concert is generously sponsored by Grove Street Fiduciary
  

Evocations: Foss, Golijov, Schubert (Trout Quintet!) • June 30, 4:00 pm
This concert is generously sponsored by Grove Street Fiduciary
  

Trois Frères: Devienne, Poulenc, Fauré • July 18, 7:00 pm
 

A World Apart: Andreae, Norman, Beethoven • July 26, 7:00 pm
 

Les Délices: Debussy, Turina • August 2, 3:00 pm
 

Hot Flamenco! Juanito Pascual & Jose Moreno • August 4, 4:00 pm
 

Ginastera, Beethoven, Dvorák: Sebago-Long Lake • August 15, 7:00 pm
 

Borromeo Quartet: Beethoven, Iyer, Sibelius • September 14, 7:00 pm  
This concert is generously sponsored by Nancy Roberts

Trio Gaia: Beach, Schumann, Brahms • November 17, 4:00 pm  
This concert is generously sponsored by Belletetes
  

Horszowski Trio: Holiday Fundraiser • December 8, 4:00 pm 

www.electricearthconcerts.org



Dance

Theatre

Young arts

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 
Hip Hop, Modern

Grades 2-12

Musical, Straight Play, 
Improv, Theatre Workshops

Grades 2-12

Intro to dance & theatre 
Ages 6 months through 7 years

camps
Summer, Vacation, 

One-day Camps
Ages 4 through 18

MoCo Arts, a nonprofit arts education organization in Keene, 
New Hampshire, offers year-round classes and camps in dance 

and theatre for students ages 6 months through 18+ years.

moco.org
(603) 357-2100
info@moco.org

40 Roxbury Street,
Keene, NH 03431

As part of MoCo’s commitment to remain 
accessible to all, MoCo provides up to 
$80,000 in tuition assistance every year.

No hidden fees
Tuition assistance

Easy payment plans
Free costumes

Select adult classes

At MoCo Arts there is...

MoCo welcomes all students — 
beginner through advanced.

To learn more about MoCo Arts and its 
mission to Transform Lives Through Movement 

and Creative Expression, please visit moco.org.

...and so 
much more!

“MoCo is my safe space. The teachers and staff support 
everyones growth, not only as performers, but also as 

individuals. I have seen myself grow from a shy girl to one who 
isn’t afraid to take risks, ask questions, and make mistakes.”

           — Tessa Minahan


